
Lesson Title:  In the Spotlight 

Time Frame:  Each student is given three responsibilities during his/her week to be “In the Spotlight”.  The first is 

typically at the beginning of the week, the second depends on the availability of his/her guest reader, and the third would 

be during writing workshop sometime after the guest reader has visited the classroom.  

Objectives:  

SWBAT use appropriate speaking skills to convey personal information. These include; volume, pace, use of complete 

sentences, and eye contact. 

SWBAT listen to questions from others and answer accurately. 

SWBAT compose, with assistance as needed, a personal letter of thanks. 

State Standards: 

Career Education & Work – 13.2.3.A, 13.2.3.C 

Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening – 1.1.3, 1.4.2, 1.6.1, 1.6.2, 1.6.3, 1.6.4 

Approaches to Learning Through Play – 15.4.1, 15.4.3 

Partnerships for Learning – 20.2.2 

Equipment/Learning Materials Needed: 

Blank poster with child’s name and an information sheet to be completed at home, special stationary for writing thank 

you letter, optional – flip camera or other video camera and student self assessment sheet 

Preparation:   

Very early in the school year, students are given explicit instructions on the things that “good speakers” and “good 

listeners” do.  Students are reminded to use appropriate volume and pace while speaking, along with maintaining eye 

contact and using complete sentences.  Students are given many opportunities to practice these skills by discussing books, 

interests, events, etc.   

The teacher also models these skills by being the first person “In the Spotlight”. 

Prepare a direction sheet, poster, and blank information sheet for each student to be sent home sometime during the 

week prior to the student’s spotlight week.    

Anticipatory Set: 

Explain that good speaking and listening skills are an important part of our daily lives and brainstorm a list of reasons 

why speaking and listening are so important (ex. to communicate our ideas, to learn, to show respect, etc.)     
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Assignment: 

Each student is given an information letter, blank poster, and information sheet the Friday prior to his/her spotlight 

week.  Parents are asked to help their child decorate the poster with photos, drawings, etc., to fill in the information sheet, 

and to practice sharing their poster and information at home prior to sharing with the class.  The letter also contains 

information about the opportunity for the child to invite a guest reader to come to the classroom during the week. 

Procedure: 

1. Review the characteristics of good speaking and listening.   

2. Upon returning the completed materials, the student shares important information about the photos, drawings, 

etc that he/she chose to add to the poster. 

3. The teacher then prompts the student to share the answers from the information sheet which are intentionally 

left open-ended to encourage the child to answer in complete sentences.  For example, “Tell us about some of 

your favorite things?” instead of “What is your favorite color? food? toy?” etc. or “Tell us a favorite story about 

your family?” instead of “Who is in your family?” 

4. After the student is finished sharing, classmates are given the opportunity to ask questions.  Use this time to 

discuss the difference between questions and comments and to explain that there are many different types of 

questions (who, what, when, where, why, how). 

5. Later in the week, the student will have a guest reader come into the classroom.  It is the student’s job to 

introduce the guest reader by telling the class the person’s name, the title of the book being shared, how the child 

is related to the person, and other important information about the guest reader (job, interesting hobby, 

something they enjoy doing together, etc.). 

6. During writing workshop, after the guest reader’s visit, the spotlight student is given the opportunity to write a 

thank you letter on special stationary.  As with other kindergarten writing activities, the child is given appropriate 

support to compose the letter.  This letter can then be mailed or hand delivered by the student.    

Assessment:   

Assessment for these activities can easily be observation based, as with many kindergarten activities.  An alternative to 

basic observation-based assessment by the teacher would be to video the student during his/her two speaking activities 

and then allowing the student to watch the video and complete the simple self-assessment sheet (attached).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


